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undisciplined bands of Highland \varriors to have
humbled two such redoubtable foes. Balsha, how-
ever, did not long enjoy the fruits of his victories.
In the same year he died while on a visit to Servia,
and with him his dynasty became extinct.

Balsha had appointed his relative, the u Black
Prince," regent during his absence, but an inter-
regnum lasted for some years after his death.
Montenegro, at this period, was very far from being
a compact state; it consisted of loose agglomera-
tions of territory, varying in size according to the
fortunes of war, and inhabited by a migratory popu-
lation of shepherds and exiles. From every neigh-
bouring land the persecuted or the lawless fled thither
for refuge, and a community was thus formed in the
fastnesses of the Black Mountain, much in the same
way that Rome herself was founded. Every man
who had weapons and knew how to use them was
welcome there, and when one of the inhabitants fell
in battle, another soon filled his place. When not
engaged in fighting, the people looked after their
flocks of mountain sheep, and the early occupation of
these primitive mountaineers has left its mark upon
the geography of the country in the name of
Katunska, or u shepherds' nuts," which is still applied
to the nahia, or district, in which Cetinje is situated*
The Crnoievic dynasty, however, which held sway for
the next three generations, consolidated the inde-
pendence of the Black Mountain. At first, however,
Stephen Crnoievic showed no desire to rule over so
wild a land. He had retired to Italy on the death of
Balsha, and only the entreaties of the people, who